SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 1st February 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.







         
PRESENT
Cllrs P N Aldis (Chairman), M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, P Jones      C Osborne, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, R Smith (part) and J Welbourn. 
Also present were eight members of the public and Chris Nicol, Rights of Way Contracts Officer, Central Bedfordshire Council.

1.  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs P Sharman, Mrs Sutton and White.

Apologies were also received from Adrian Clothier, Amey Projects Officer, Bedfordshire Highways. 
2.  
Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(P67/09)

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

Cllr Blaine (Planning Application CB/09/06906/FULL) school governor.

(b)  Personal interests.
Cllr C Osborne (Planning Application CB/10/00031/LB) As his daughter works for the RSPB.
Cllr D Sharman (Planning Application CB/10/00031/LB) As he and his wife are RSPB Volunteer’s.

3.
Bridleway 8 – The Baulk and Sandcast paths


(P68/09) 
Chris Nicol, Rights of Way Contracts Officer from Central Bedfordshire Council outlined that Adrian Clothier from Amey – Bedfordshire Highways has been tasked with the project for improvement to the Baulk and Sandcast for pedestrians, cyclists and horses. The money for the project is from the Central Bedfordshire Local Transport Plan.
Chris Nicol outlined that Sandy Beeston improvements are at an investigative stage of design and the proposals for Bridleway 8 – The Baulk and Sandcast include;
· Repairing the surface for the whole length of the route.

· Increasing the width of the two bridges nearest to Beeston to 2.5metres.

· Removing the wooden fence along wooded area of the Sandcast section of the Bridleway.

· Widening the Bridleway by having a grass strip alongside the existing footpath.

· Raising the surface of the path by 8 – 10” will lessen the flooding risk. Though this would need the approval from the Environment Agency.

· Culvert widening would be required, 1 metre extension to the pipe.

· Replacing barbed wire on the pedestrian side of the fence with plain wire.
· Mill Lane end of the Sandcast, investigating a possible leak from the river into the field, would have be repaired if the footpath is widened. 
· Replacement of railings along the river section of Mill Lane end of Sandcast. 

· Installing low level lighting along the Baulk and Sandcast.

Six electors spoke to the Committee, before Members discussed and then

Resolved: (a) That a Working Group is set up with Town Councillors, joint interested parties, Central Bedfordshire Council and Amey to look at each proposed improvement to the Sandy to Beeston route.

(b) That the four Town Councillors on the Working Group are Cllrs Blaine, Pettitt, Scott and White.

(c) That the interested parties should be four residents representing the Angling Club(s), Beeston Wildlife Group and other users of the route.

(d) Representatives from the Ivel and Ouse Countryside Group, Bedfordshire Highways - Amey and Central Bedfordshire Council - Rights of Way.  

(e) That the meeting takes place on Monday 8th March at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber.
4.   
Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 











(P69/09) 
Having previously declared a Prejudicial interest Cllr Blaine left the Chamber on consideration of Planning Application CB/09/06906/FULL.

(See List Attached)

 5.
To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 14th December 2009.
(P70/09)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 14th December 2009 as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 11th January 2010, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.
6.
Planning and Enforcement Appeals - Notification from Central Bedfordshire Council 







(P71/09)

Notice of appeal received from Central Bedfordshire Council - Planning Application CB/09/00851/FULL Site at 29 Bedford Road, Sandy was noted.
7.
Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy


(P72/09)

Cllr Aldis reported that there were no matters affecting Sandy recently.
8.
Gypsy and Traveller site – Long Lake Meadow


(P73/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. Members discussed and then
Resolved: The response received from Central Bedfordshire Council is not acceptable, that the Town Council should reply to the Chief Executive of Central Bedfordshire Council, copying in the Leader of the Council, stressing it would be totally impossible for many people to access the information mentioned in the letter and the Town Council only required details for Seddington. 
9.
Bedford Road Playbuilder






(P74/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered and noted. Following discussion Members
Resolved: That the official opening of the new play equipment at Bedford Road takes place on Friday 9th April 2010 between 1pm - 2.30pm.
10.
Sunderland Road Play - Additional Equipment


(P75/09)
The Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. Following discussion Members
Resolved: (a) That the Town Council find out exactly what the money can be spent on.

(b) That the Open Spaces sub-committee looks on what to spend the Section 106 monies.
11.
Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group
(P76/09)
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st January 2010 and the Deputy Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated were received and considered. 
An amendment should be made to the minutes, Item 4, Resolved to recommend (e) that the following “finance,” should be added after “include,”.

Following discussion

Resolved: That the Working Group comes up with proposals.

Resolved to recommend: That forty 25Kg bags of salt, one salt spreader and two snow shovels are purchased.  

Resolved: That the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be asked to use the powers they have to purchase forty 25Kg bags of salt, one salt spreader and two snow shovels and then approval is gained for this at the next Town Council meeting.
Cllr Scott abstained from voting as he has an interest in this item.
12.
Press Release








(P77/09)
Resolved: That a press release be issued with regard to Bridleway 8 – The Baulk and Sandcast. The Town Council believe that the rural nature of the area should be maintained.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	14/01/10

7/10
	CB/09/06906/  FULL

Mrs J Pibworth

Laburnum Lower School

Laburnum Road

Sandy

SG19 1HQ


	Full application for erection of boat shaped play equipment at Laburnum Lower School, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 22 Laburnum Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	PP&OS

01/02/10

02/02/10
	

	18/01/10

8/10


	CB/10/00075/  FULL

Mr C Waldock

C/O Mr I Taylor

DH Barford &Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU


	Full application for change of use of storage and distribution unit to tyre and exhaust repair/fitting unit at 14 Darlington Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5,12,16 Darlington Close, Sandy notified.

	Resolved: No objection, have concerns over parked cars, consider parking only on one side of Sunderland Road.  Increased traffic movement.
	PP&OS

01/02/10

02/02/10
	

	20/01/10

9/10


	CB/10/00031/LB

Miss A Crack

RSPB

Potton Road

Sandy

SG19 2DL


	Listed Building: The removal of gate post at entrance lodge of RSPB, Potton Road, Sandy, Beds.


	Resolved: Objection on the grounds as part of the curtilage of the listed building and it should remain as part of history. 
	PP&OS

01/02/10

02/02/10
	

	20/01/10

10/10
	CB/09/06858/ FULL

Mr P Williams

60 Hitchin Road

Upper Caldecote

SG18 9BU 


	Full application for creation of lake (part retrospective) for use as recreational/leisure (non commercial at land on the south side of New Road, Sandy, Beds
	Resolved: No objection
	PP&OS

01/02/10

02/02/10
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	25/01/10

11/10


	CB/10/00142/  FULL

A&R Bruce

C/o Richard Batchelor Architecture

29 Newstead Way

Bedford

MK41 8RH
	Full application for erection of a two bedroom bungalow with parking space at land to the rear of 43 West Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1,2,2a,2b,& 2c Queens Road, Sandy, notified.
	Resolved: Objection

Overdevelopment of site and highways issues.
	PP&OS

01/02/10

02/02/10
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